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“Every child deserves a champion: an
adult who will never give up on them,

who understands the power of
connection, and insists they become

the best they can possibly be.”
—Rita Pierson



About The Educational
Partnership Foundation

Empowering Futures Through Education

At TEPF, we believe education transforms lives. We’re here to bridge the gap
between learning and opportunity, ensuring students have the skills,
knowledge, and confidence to succeed.

Our Literacy Programs

Reading…Give it a Shot! – We make reading exciting with collector cards
that track progress. Over 24 million cards have been distributed since
1995, inspiring young readers every day.
Books for Kids – We launched this program in 2021 to give children in
high-needs schools books they can call their own. This year, we placed
4,807 books into the hands of students who need them most.

Building Alberta’s Future Workforce

Trades Careers – We’re tackling Alberta’s skilled trades shortage by
providing hands-on training for high school and Indigenous youth. In
2024 alone, 388 students completed the program, with many moving
into apprenticeships and meaningful careers.

We’ve impacted over a million students through our programs, and we’re
just getting started. Together, we are fostering confidence, inspiring success,
and creating a future full of opportunity.

1M+ Students reached
across Alberta
through all our
programs in 2024
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77,000
Alberta will face
a shortage of 77K
skilled workers
by 2026.
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Reflecting on 2024, 
I am filled with immense pride and gratitude for the milestones The Educational Partnership
Foundation (TEPF) has achieved. This year has not just been about reaching our goals—it’s been about
surpassing them and setting new benchmarks in our journey of education and empowerment.

Our Reading…Give it a Shot! program has continued its resounding success, with over 111,000
students across Alberta participating and receiving collector cards this year. This initiative continues to
motivate and engage students in reading while deepening their literacy skills.

Our Books for Kids program expanded its reach, delivering 4,807 books that children chose for
themselves to high-needs schools across Alberta, reinforcing our commitment to making reading
accessible and enjoyable for every child.

Our Trades Careers program has seen remarkable growth, reflecting our dedication to practical, hands-
on learning experiences. In 2024, we successfully facilitated 46 classes across Alberta, British
Columbia, and Indigenous communities, with 388 students completing the program and being
sponsored as apprentices. This year also marked the continued evolution of our team, welcoming new
members whose fresh perspectives have driven innovation and enhanced our ability to make an
impact. 

Our Legends for Learners VIP Event and golf tournament was a major success, raising a record-breaking
$195,000, reinforcing the power of community engagement in supporting our mission. This critical
funding helps ensure the sustainability and growth of our programs.

We have also strengthened our network, forging new partnerships with training providers, schools, and
corporate sponsors. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our partners, old and new, whose unwavering
support is the foundation of our growth. This past year, we also launched a brand refresh and a new
website, further aligning our digital presence with the impact and growth of our programs.

Looking ahead to 2025, we aim to build on this momentum, expanding our programs further across the
province. With your continued support, we are excited to embark on this journey of growth and impact.

Message from the CEO

Barb Simic, 
President and CEO
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Message from the Co-Chairs

Christi Cruz, 
Co-Chair of the 

Board of Directors

We believe that every young person deserves an equal opportunity to thrive and reach
their full potential. We also recognize that skills such as critical thinking, problem-
solving, and continuous learning are crucial for navigating and succeeding in today’s
fast-paced, globalized environment. The ability to acquire new skills is more important
than ever, given the rapidly evolving job market, technological advancements, and
globalization of industries.
 
Strong literacy skills provide the building blocks for meaningful participation in society.
They play a vital role in shaping economic success and overall quality of life—both
individually and collectively. Yet, literacy rates in Alberta remain a concern, with many
students struggling to develop the reading skills necessary for success. TEPF addresses
this challenge by providing these readers with access to innovative programming and
engaging books that inspire them to continue through their literacy journey. 
 
Addressing our skilled labour shortage is another priority. Of the four million Canadians
currently working in the trades, 700,000 are expected to retire by the end of the
decade. Skilled trades are essential to the manufacturing, delivery, and maintenance of
many of the goods and services we rely on daily. We believe students who prefer hands-
on work should be supported and that barriers to securing apprenticeship positions
must be removed. These are the key pillars and core goals of the TEPF Trades Careers
program.
 
Moving forward, we are thoughtfully managing significant growth while ensuring strong
goal alignment across the organization. Our Board is confident that Barb and the team
will continue to develop innovative programming that engages students in both literacy
and the trades.
 
Thank you. The Board is grateful for the support and continued trust and dedication of
the TEPF team, businesses and school partners, professional organizations, and the
students we serve.

Christi Cruz & Luke Morrison
Co-Chairs, Board of Directors

Luke Morrison, 
Co-Chair of the 

Board of Directors

Did you know? 
Every year, almost 10,000 students drop
out of high school in Alberta. Our Trades
Careers Program is changing this statistic

- one student at a time. 
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Board of Directors

Luke Morrison, Co-Chair 
Partner, Bennett Jones

Danielle Lueers, CPA, CA, Secretary/Treasurer
Senior Advisor, ESG Reporting, Pembina Pipelines 

Simon Chinn, Director at Large
Partner, DHR Global

Trina Clarke, Director at Large
Director, Business Development & Contracts, FLINT Corp

Christi Cruz, Co-Chair
President & CEO, Christi Cruz Consulting

Jared Donnelly, Director at Large
Director, Senior Commercial Markets, Royal Bank of Canada

A one  per cent
increase in adult
literacy would add $67
billion to Canada’s
GDP annually​.

$67B

Kym Fawcett, Director at Large
Independent Consultant
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Reading...Give it a Shot!

Teacher
Testimonials

A wonderful program and I use
the literacy cards all year long
as incentives for our DEARS
(drop everything and read
silently for 15 minutes) morning
reading program. The students
love collecting dinosaur,
hockey, and animal cards and
this really encouraged them to
read every morning!

“

111,273 Youth Motivated by RGIS
Collector Cards in 2024 OVER 1M Youth Motivated by

RGIS Collector Cards
since 1995

Reading...Give it a Shot!  is a free program enabling students to earn literacy collector cards by tracking reading
minutes. Offered to schools across Alberta, it allows teachers to assess literacy levels, and parents appreciate
the easy tracking of their child's progress. Inclusive for all readers, RGIS rewards based on reading minutes,
with collector sets like Calgary Flames, Edmonton Elks, Calgary Stampeders, Species at Risk, Canadian Wildlife,
and Dinosaurs fostering increased reading. The program’s cross-curriculum approach promotes reading habits
and supports other learning outcomes through lesson plans from the TEPF Teacher Toolkit.
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Books for Kids
One in four Canadian households do not
have a book in their home.

We created the Books for Kids program to
address two growing challenges: the struggle of
high-needs Canadian households to prioritize
literacy over essentials like food and shelter, and
the impact of budget cuts on public education.

This program provides elementary students in
vulnerable Alberta schools with a book of their
own to choose and keep. As socio-economic
disparities widen and the number of ESL
students rises, the demand for literacy programs
continues to grow. We remain dedicated to
ensuring the most vulnerable children have
access to the resources they need to build a
strong foundation for lifelong learning.

Teacher
Testimonials

Students were excited to hold
their new books. This was 
watching a child on Christmas
morning! When you see this
happen for a refugee child, it’s
amazing.

“

11 School authorities
in Alberta with TEPF
partnerships 4,807 Books delivered

to youth across
Alberta 7 First Nations in

Alberta with TEPF
partnerships

Dr. George Georgiou,
Professor in the
Department of
Educational Psychology,
University of Alberta

75 per cent of the children who
are diagnosed as poor readers
after Grade 3 never read
within grade level, even if they
receive intensive intervention.

“
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Trades Careers

We expanded our reach across Edmonton, Innisfail, Calgary, and British
Columbia, delivering 46 classes—including 39 high school classes and
seven Indigenous classes—and graduating 388 students. Enrollment
surged, with many classes at full capacity.

A strengthened partnership with Mark’s Work Warehouse gave students a
15 per cent discount on essential gear, like work boots.

Beyond the classroom, we supported students post-training while
engaging with the Alberta Government’s Trades and Labour Committee,
career fairs, industry events, and parent-teacher nights throughout
Alberta to further advocacy for skilled trades education.

To better serve students and programs, our team also grew, reinforcing
our commitment to strengthening trades education and preparing the next
generation for success in Alberta’s workforce.

388 Graduates
in 2024

Equipping the Next Generation 
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Gift of Literacy Campaign 

Merging our Books for Kids program and our social media platforms, our goal was to spotlight the voices of
influential Canadians who graciously shared their personal stories about how books have influenced their lives
and careers. These narratives resonated deeply across our social channels, fostering a sense of connection and
inspiration among our audience.

Influential Canadians, including Rob Riggle, Shane Wenzel, the Honourable Rona Ambrose, Former CJAY 92
Radio Host and Calgary Sun columnist, Gerry Forbes, and CTV News anchor, Tara Nelson, had the top
performing posts across our channels. 
We increased donations by 107 per cent  from 2023 and put books in the hands of 450 students.

450 children received books
thanks to community support 

Bringing Books to the Kids Who Need Them Most 

107% more donations were received
compared to 2023
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Legends for Learners

$195K Record setting
community support 

23 Years of Fundraising Success! 

The annual Legends for Learners charity golf tournament
remains a cornerstone event and plays a crucial role in our
fundraising efforts. This year’s tournament was especially
memorable as we continued our VIP event, following its
successful introduction last year. Our VIP guest this year was
Marty McSorley, adding to the excitement of the event. 

We are overwhelmed with gratitude for the unwavering support
we received and are excited to announce a record-breaking
achievement: raising $195,000. These funds are instrumental in
advancing our educational programs for youth across Alberta.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all our legends, sponsors, and
golfers. Your enthusiastic participation and generosity were the
driving forces behind this event’s unparalleled success.
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Legends for Learners
Honouring Our Leading Sponsors

We extend our deepest gratitude to these
valued partners whose generous support has
played a pivotal role in the success of
Legends for Learners. Their commitment to
education and skilled trades is making a
lasting impact on students and communities
across Alberta.

Thank you for investing in the next generation
of learners and leaders!
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Celebrating Our Dedicated Supporters

Legends for Learners
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The Team

Did you
know? 

Barb Simic
President and CEO

Shelley Forbes
Director, Literacy and Operations

Angie Lachance
Director, Trades Careers 

Pina Lamb
Enhancement Coordinator, Literacy Programs

Georgina Skebo
Executive Assistant / Office Manager

Vanessa Rose
Northern Alberta Coordinator, Trades
Careers 

Jesse Doherty
Southern Alberta Coordinator, Trades Careers 

Mike Partington
Northern Alberta Coordinator,  Indigenous Trades
Careers 

TEPF has been supporting
students and communities
since 1991.

Our team members come from diverse
backgrounds in education, business, and
trades, working together to create
opportunities for students across Alberta.

Did you
know? 

Keith Crawford
Director, Fund Development 

Tracey Doupe 
Administrator, Trades Careers 
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Teacher
Testimonials

6% Administration
Costs 

Teacher
Testimonials

Fund Development &
Financials

Being fiscally responsible has allowed our organization to
establish a significant reserve fund to carry us through our
expansion and growth initiatives.

With a focus on agency longevity, we secured several corporate
multi-year funding agreements, one provincial multi-year
government funding agreement, and a federal multi-year grant to
support our Trades Careers program in 2024.

Looking ahead to the next fiscal year, we are focused on building
upon the financial success we experienced in 2024. Our team is
committed to expanding our individual donor database and
securing even more multi-year funding agreements.

80% Program
Costs 14% Expansion

Costs 

Financial Breakdown:
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2024 Impact 

12 
school districts

118 
high schools

in Alberta

6 
First Nations  
partnerships

19 
apprenticeship

pathways offered
& 46 classes
completed 

388 grads 

Trades Literacy

4,807 
books delivered
to youth across

Alberta 

45 school
authorities &

305 schools in
Alberta

15 

First Nations
partnerships

111,273
youth engaged with
RGIS collector cards

in 2024—Over 1
Million inspired

since 1995

Legends for Learners 

$195K
A record-breaking fundraising
total, celebrating 23 years of
impact and success
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2024  Impact

16



Funding & Training Partners

Thank you to: Flint Corp & BIRD Construction
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Join our mission
for education.
Donate at tepf.ca 

CRA #: 14015 1358 RR0001

Connect
with us. 

Suite 416,
602 11th Ave SW
Calgary, AB T2R 1J8

403.457.5822 

social@tepf.ca


