
20
21

ANNUAL

1.

REPORT TO

Message f rom the CEO and Board Chair

COMMUNITY

TEPF Turns 30

Reading... Give it a Shot!

Books for Kids

Trades Careers

Facts and Figures

Legends for Learners

Financial Update and Next Year

2.

3.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.



Message from President & CEO
and the Chair, Board of Directors
Our Annual Report gives us an opportunity to reflect on what we have
accomplished and the goals we are working toward. We found ourselves in 
the second year of a global pandemic, and charities across the country 
were feeling its consequences. According to Imagine Canada, donations 
declined by 75% and the average reported revenue by charities were down 
by 43%. Navigating these challenges were difficult, but our team’s
resilience allowed us to still meet or surpass every milestone and goal.

If the pandemic has revealed for anything for TEPF, it is that our
commitment to providing valuable education opportunities is needed 
now more than ever. We celebrated our 30th year anniversary and we 
remain dedicated to filling in the gaps for youth to reach their full
potential. Our core values of education and empowerment have been 
demonstrated over the last school year, where we delivered our programs 
to a record number of youth, pivoted to meet student needs, and 
launched a new program.

‘Reading… Give it a Shot!’ celebrated its 25-year anniversary. To date, the program has been used by three
quarters of a million young readers across our province and in the last school year alone, student participation 
increased by 30%. Addressing the growing need for and importance of students accessing critical learning 
material, we strengthened our literacy program offering with ‘Books for Kids’. As a result, 2,474 youth across 
Alberta were given a book of their own to keep, and for many of them, for the first time. Lastly, our Trades 
Careers program continues to sustain its high demand. The increase in students, new schools and new trades 
is a testament to the work we are doing to address the skilled trades shortage and ending the stigma of
a career in trades. 

In summary, the fantastic work our charity was able to complete amid ever-changing health guidelines and 
pandemic impacts is truly remarkable. I hope that as you read on, you agree. A huge thank you goes out to the 
TEPF team, Board of Directors, donors, partners, and supporters for their help in realizing our successes.

As Chair of the Board of Directors, I can see first-hand the incredible work of 
The Educational Partnership Foundation (TEPF). I look back at this past year 
with amazement at how the organization has adapted to carry on through 
every challenge presented and seized every opportunity available.

In August, we were thrilled to have the opportunity to host the 20th Annual 
Legends for Learners tournament at Valley Ridge Golf Course, after running 
the event virtually in 2020. Although at times we weren’t sure if health 
restrictions would allow us to host the tournament in-person, we are so 
thankful that wonderful community and corporate partners were able to 
attend and enjoy the event in support of TEPF. 

With the help of old and new partners, TEPF accomplished some 
remarkable milestones during an otherwise challenging year. The charity turned 30, their longest running 
program celebrated its 25th birthday, and they launched a new literacy program in response to student needs 
exemplified by the pandemic. Demand in the Trades Careers program continues to increase, and the team is 
working diligently to expand its offering to more students and their communities. We are launching a pilot 
program on Paul Band First Nation which will begin in early 2022, giving both junior high and high school 
students education and experience in seven skilled trades. I look forward to seeing the benefits that result from 
this program offering, as well as the growth of this partnership and others as this next year progresses.

I am hopeful that our 2022 annual report will leave most COVID restrictions in the past, and that we will be
sharing even more stories of in-person programs, community connections, and engaging events. On behalf of 
myself and the entire Board of Directors, I’d like to send a huge thank you to our supporters, donors, and
partners for their help in accomplishing our mission of motivating and enabling the next generation.

BARB SIMIC
PRESIDENT AND CEO

KYM FAWCETT
BOARD CHAIR

PA
G

E 
1



2021 Board of Directors

2021: TEPF turns 30!
Although the pandemic continued to impact our organization and other charities across the 
province, we managed to adapt, keep our operational costs low, and continue to focus our efforts 
on fundraising. 2021 marked several milestones for our charity: our 30th birthday, the 25th year 
anniversary of our ‘Reading… Give it a Shot’ literacy program, and the 20th year anniversary of our 
Legends for Learners golf tournament. While the year was still difficult, our team, partners, and 
donors still had plenty of reason to celebrate our success. 

In addition to growing our team, participation in our Trades Careers and ‘Reading… Give it a Shot’ 
(RGIS) programs increased as well. We saw a 30% student participation increase in RGIS, our
literacy incentive program, and several new school districts have expressed interest in having our 
trades program delivered to their students. While successfully running these two programs, we 
identified a growing need for students to have their own school resources because of the
pandemic and as a result, launched a new program called Books for Kids. Over 2,400 students 
were able to choose and take home a book of their own through our program. More program 
information and highlights are included as you read further in our Annual Report.

As many of you know, our organization was initially established as the Calgary Educational
Partnership Foundation (CEPF), a registered non-profit with the goal to provide support for 
students and teachers in Calgary and its surrounding area. Our mission and our goals
broadened, and we eventually became The Educational Partnership Foundation (TEPF). Over 
our 30-year history, we have expanded our reach and our offerings with robust trades’ education 
and literacy programs. We now reach over 740,000 students across Alberta with plans to increase 
our offerings and reach even further. We can’t wait to see what the next 30 years brings for TEPF 
and the youth that we impact!
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KYM FAWCETT, Vice Chair
     Director, Health, Safety, Environment & Quality, ATCO Utilities
JULIE BARON, Past Chair
     Director, Brand Marketing & Communications, Suncor Energy
TIM FLAMAN, Director at Large
     Vice-President, Carbon Copy Digital
KEN JOHNSTON, Director at Large
     Lawyer
ANDREW KMIEC, Director at Large
     Financial Planner, RBC Royal Bank of Canada
MARK NICHOLS, Director at Large
     Director, Sales & Marketing, Westbank Living at Sky Residences
BARBARA SIMIC
     President & CEO

THANK YOU

ON BEHALF OF TEPF, 
OUR SUPPORTERS AND

OUR DONORS, WE 
WANT TO SAY THANK
YOU TO OUR BOARD

OF DIRECTORS. 
WE ARE GRATEFUL

FOR YOUR SUPPORT
AND YOUR GUIDANCE.



Books for Kids

2021 Highlights Reading... 
Give it a Shot and Books for Kids
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We again partnered with the Owen Hart Foundation to include our collector cards in
backpacks for children in need within Calgary. Overall, we are thrilled to report that more 
students participated this year than any other year in our program history.

Last year, the pandemic showed us that although 
schools shut down, students were still in need of
a literacy motivation tool. We continued to 
distribute our ‘Reading… Give it a Shot!’ cards to
both schools and home addresses throughout 2021.
This allowed us  to continue reaching more and 
more youth across the province that otherwise
may have never participated in this program.

Teacher Testimonials:
 
“My Grade 5 class logged Reading Minutes all year. We had the 
greatest class participation from March 4 - April 12 when we
participated in Reading Give it a Shot. My class read 22,474
minutes which Is 374.5 hours. Such a powerful motivator!
All my students showed demonstrated at least a year’s growth 
and several up to 2 years growth. I thank you for playing a
significant role in this growth.”
 
“A student who struggles to read for extended periods of time 
was highly motivated to read and try his best knowing he could 
get a reading card.”

There is is a growing number of Canadian
children living in lower income families where 
basic needs take priority over learning and 
books in the home. In response to this growing 
need in our community for books, and to 
further demonstrate our commitment to
literacy and reading, TEPF we launched our 
Books for Kids program.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors,
Northwest Refinery and the Calgary Flames
Foundation, students in Calgary, Sturgeon 
County and Alexander First Nation all received 
a book of their own to keep - in many cases, 
for the very first time.

DID YOU KNOW: 1 OUT OF EVERY 4 THIRD GRADERS IN
CANADA ARE NOT READING AT GRADE LEVEL 

DID YOU KNOW:
25% OF CANADIAN

HOUSEHOLDS 
DO NOT OWN A BOOK 

CHILDREN’S LITERACY CANADA

FIRST BOOK CANADA



2021 Highlights Trades Careers
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Our Trades program continued to
experience significant growth in the 2021 
school year. After the pandemic cut some 
of our courses short in 2020, students, 
teachers, and trade partners were all
eager to pick things back up again.

Throughout the year, we offered courses in 
seven skilled trades areas to students: 
ironworking, pipe trades, carpentry,
culinary arts, millwrights, electricians, 
and mechanical insulators. With the
help of our program partners, we had
102 students successfully complete
the program.

Student Participant Testimonials:
 
“I never new there was an opportunity like this out there. This makes math and science 
make sense.” – Pipe Trades student

“You connect with everyone right away and you just make friends so easily. Then all the 
stuff they teach us is just so much fun to learn every day. I can’t wait to see what we are 
going to learn tomorrow!” – Electrician student

“I’m definitely thinking of getting a job in ‘this’ because of how much fun I am having 
when I come here and how much I really like it.” - Ironworker student

As we look ahead to 2022, we are excited for whats to come. An on-reserve, pilot program 
for both junior high and high school students will be offered on Paul Band First Nation in 
the 2022 school year. Students will have the opportunity to explore eight different skilled 
trades, with the instructors coming to them. 

The expansion and growth of our Trades Careers program will help combat the skilled 
trades shortage which is expected to be 45,000 by 2025. 



Facts and Figures
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BOOKS FOR KIDS

READING... GIVE IT A SHOT

TRADES CAREERS

program launched
2,474 books provided

30% participation increase
42,000 students

200% participation increase
102 students

We serve all Government of Alberta
School Jurisdictions 



Legends for Learners
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Shout out to our Sponsors, Legends and Golfers for supporting our 20th ANNUAL
LEGENDS FOR LEARNERS Charity Golf Tournament. On behalf of The Educational
Partnership Foundation, thank you to our community and corporate partners.

With your help, the 20th Anniversary of the Legends for Learners golf tournament was a 
great success, raising over $130,000! Together, we can continue to provide vital educational
programs to over 740,000 students across Alberta. 

TEE GIFT SPONSORS DESIGN AND PRINT
SPONSOR MEDIA TV SPONSOR MEDIA RADIO

SPONSOR

BREAKFAST & 
BAILEYS SPONSOR

CART & WATER
SPONSOR

TEAM PHOTO
SPONSOR

WINE & HOLE
SPONSOR

SILVER LEVEL: 
RGIS SPONSOR

CHAMPION, BOOKS 
FOR KIDS SPONSOR 

CHAMPION, TRADES
CAREERS SPONSOR

CHAMPION, 
RGIS SPONSOR

LEGENDS
SPONSOR

FOOD AND DRINK SPONSORS:

BUCKLE VODKA

HOLE SPONSORS: 
AGF REBAR, CENOVUS ENERGY, MACLIN FORD, 

STUART OLSON, THE OWEN HART FOUNDATION, 
UA LOCAL 110, UA LOCAL 496 



Financial Update and 2022
Once again, we hit our financial target of a million dollarsr in the second year of the
pandemic. While we are financially stable, our team is still focused on fundraising efforts 
to ensure our long-term sustainability.

2022 will bring exciting things for The Educational Partnership Foundation! Our team is 
growing, and we expect growth across all of our programs and events as well. Early in the 
year we will be launching our Trades Careers pilot program in Paul Band First Nation, and 
in the summer we will be hosting our 21st Annual Legends for Learners charity golf 
tournament. Stay tuned on our social media channels for our new website, which we 
expect to unveil in Spring 2022!
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Reaching over 740,000 students across Alberta

If you have a passion and commitment to education, we 
could use your support!

• Follow, Share and Like us on social media
• Volunteer with us
• Donate an auction item for our Golf Tournament
• Sponsor our golf tournament
• Donate funds to support students

Suite 412, 602 - 11th Ave SW Calgary, AB T2R 1J8

6303 Roper Road Edmonton, AB T6B 3G6

@TEPFOUNDATION@TEPFOUNDATION

@TEPFOUNDATION- THE EDUCATIONAL
PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION


